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SAINT JOHN — Throughout the Diocese of Saint John, parishes and schools participated in activities and events to recognize
the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, September 30. Here students and staff at Divine Mercy Catholic School in
Saint John marked the day with a period of solemn reflection and prayer for reconciliation. Story page 2. (Judy Burnham
photo)
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New FreemanThe
Local schools and parishes mark
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

On Thursday, September 30, people across
the Diocese of Saint John took the opportu-
nity to reflect, and participate in many activi-
ties, on National Day for Truth and Recon-
ciliation.

Many parishes offered masses for healing
and reconciliation on September 30, includ-

ing Our Lady of the Assumption Parish in
Saint John. Monsignor Brian Sheehan, pas-
tor spoke moving words about the need to
embrace the tragic events of the past in order
to walk the path of reconciliation.

He echoed words he shared in his homily
for National Indigenous Peoples Day in July,
“Residential Schools…were a means to edu-
cate and assimilate Indigenous people into the
Euro-Canadian and Christian way of life. The
schools were compulsory, and children were
frequently forcibly removed from their homes
and relatives to be sent to the schools.  With
their language, cultural, and family support
gone, the children had no supports in the
schools, nor when they left… Canada can-
not claim to be a home for all people, regard-
less of race and religion, without acknowl-
edging and rectifying the
past…”reconciliation” is about establishing
and maintaining a mutually respectful relation-
ship between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
peoples in this country.  In order for that to
happen, there has to be awareness of the past.”
(The full text of Msgr. Sheehan’s homily for Na-
tional Indigenous Peoples Day can be found at
https://www.ourladyofassumptionnb.com/.)

At St. Dunstan’s Church (St. Mary

Magdalene Parish, Fredericton) following a
Mass of Reconciliation, Wolastoqi Imelda
Perley was invited to speak to the parish in
person (livestreamed via St. Mary Magdalene
Parish’s YouTube Channel) about her fami-
ly’s experience with residential schools.

Ms. Perley explained that when she was
about seven years old, the Indian agent came
to her home to take her and her brother. She
was being raised by her grandmother at the
time.

“I remember that Indian agent coming and
telling my grandmother, ‘you’re too old to be
watching children. We have a wonderful
school where your children can learn.’ And
my grandmother said, ‘if you think I’m too
old to be watching my grandchildren, then
I’m going to need my grand daughter to help
me around the house.’ I have to reflect on
that because I’m a neat freak. I always felt
that if I didn’t keep the house clean, I was
going to be sent to Shubie [Shubenacadie
Residential School in Nova Scotia],” she said.

Holding a head scarf, Ms. Perley said that
she wears it in honour of her brother who
was taken to residential school by the Indian
agent that day. “They called him a survivor;
he was there for seven years. But he ran away.
We didn’t see him for 20-30 years, because
he was afraid that if he came back to New
Brunswick, he’d be arrested for leaving the
school.”

Ms. Perley said that when the stories of
residential schools became public knowledge
her brother finally came home, “but not as a
survivor, as an alcoholic. Whatever had hap-
pened to him at Shubie, he did to his own
children. So, he was in jail for a while be-
cause he abused the children in the same way
he was abused. But his family forgave him.”

Tragically his three children all died before
they were 25 from the same addictions that
he suffered in trying to cover up what hap-
pened to him at school. “He always wore a
headband on his head. I buried him before he
was 60 with that headband,” Ms. Perley said.
“So, I have one just like he wore all the time.”

She said that she would take his headband
into the sweat lodge to pray and hope that he
would be a real survivor. “True, he wasn’t
back at the school. But he never survived what
happened to him.”

During an event held for National Truth and
Reconciliation Day at St. Alphonsus Church
(Blessed Trinity Parish, Hampton), Pam Bol-
ton shared her experiences of teaching

(continued on page 10)

FREDERICTON — Imelda Perley speaks
at St. Mary Magdalene Parish in
Fredericton.
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Plenary sets stage for Church’s future by coming to terms with the past
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — The future of the Catholic
Church in Canada was the main theme of the
most important annual gathering of the
church’s leaders when Canada’s bishops gath-
ered online for the second year-in-a-row for
a virtual plenary assembly that was held Sep-
tember 20-24.

And that future was examined through the
lens of the past and the present — by ad-
dressing how the church can continue to re-
pair the damage caused by the Church’s role
in Canada’s residential school system and by
considering how the Church can emerge from
the COVID pandemic in the future with a vi-
tal role to play in the lives of Canada’s Catho-
lics.

“How we all had to use technology when
the churches were closed to connect the
Church with Canadians in difficult times, and
how that will impact the Church going for-
ward is something we will have to address
and consider,” the newly-elected vice-presi-
dent of the Conference of Catholic Bishops
(CCCB) told the Canadian Catholic News in
a post-2021 plenary assembly interview.

“What is the balance between how tech-
nology can help connect the Church with Ca-
nadians and the more traditional everyone
gather on Sunday in person for mass is some-
thing that we will have to see evolve as the
COVID situation changes,” Calgary Bishop
William McGrattan said.

“How quickly will people be willing to get
together again in person or will there be peo-
ple who are more comfortable staying online
in the future,” he said. “We don’t know what
the future will hold.

“We are planning to meet in person again
next year in Cornwall (Ontario), but we will
have to see if that is possible,” Bishop
McGrattan added. “Nobody really knows
what is going to happen.”

Like the first virtual plenary assembly that
was held last year, the 2021 online version
was significantly different than past assem-
bly’s because representatives of Catholic lay
organizations were not able to attend.

The agenda for the 2021 plenary included
further efforts of reconciliation with Cana-
da’s Indigenous peoples and how to re-en-
gage or continue the mission of the Church
following the coronavirus pandemic.

Bishop McGrattan said the steps being taken
in the lead leading up to 2023 Synod of Bish-
ops entitled For a Synodal Church: Commu-

nication, Participation and Mission will play
a role in how the Church evolves and moves
forward post-COVID.

“That whole process will likely have a big
role to play in what will happen in the future,”
said Bishop McGrattan.

The synod in 2023 will be an important re-
setting of the church’s pastoral mission go-
ing forward preparation documents from the
Vatican have signaled.

“The upcoming synod is very important in
the life of the universal Church and during
this initial phase, all people of God — laity,
religious, clergy — will be called to engage
and dialogue on the synodal journey,” CCCB
spokesperson Lisa Gall told the Canadian
Catholic News in a recent e-mail.

As well as considering how the post-
COVID church will re-engage with Canada’s
Catholics, it was the Church’s relationship with
Canada’s Indigenous communities that was
at the heart of this year’s plenary assembly
where Canada’s bishops made a clear state-
ment of apology for the Church’s role in
Canada’s notorious residential school system
and pledged up to $30-million to help fund
Indigenous-led reconciliation projects.

The newly-elected president of the CCCB,
Ste.-Jerome, Que. Bishop Raymond Poisson,
said the funding commitment is an effort to
put Indigenous Canadians and the Church on
the “path to healing.”

“When the bishops of Canada came to-
gether in plenary (September 20-24), there
was universal consensus that Catholic enti-
ties needed to do more in a tangible way to
address the suffering experienced in Cana-
da’s residential schools,” said Bishop Poisson.
“Comprised of local diocesan initiatives, this
effort will help support programs and initia-
tives dedicated to improving the lives of resi-
dential school survivors and their communi-
ties, ensuring resources needed to assist in
the path of healing.”

According to the CCCB, “funding for
projects will be determined locally, in consul-
tation with First Nations, Métis and Inuit Peo-
ples in each region. The Bishops of Canada
have committed and tasked themselves to
develop national principles and strategy,
timelines, and the public communication of
these collective initiatives this November.”

(With Files from the Canadian Catholic News)

CCCB remorse sets stage for papal apology
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Graydon Nicholas accepts the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ [CCCB] apol-
ogy for more than a century of wrongs by
Canadian Catholics in residential schools and
hopes it will lead to a papal apology on Cana-
dian soil.

“It was a bit of a long time coming, but
I’m glad it has finally come out,” said Mr.
Nicholas, Canada’s first Indigenous lieuten-
ant governor, from New Brunswick.

Mr. Nicholas believes Canada’s bishops are
now on a path that will lead to Pope Francis
fulfilling the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission’s Call to Action #58, which asks for
a papal apology on Canadian soil. The first
step along that path will be the delegation of
Indigenous representatives going to Rome to
meet Pope Francis in December.

“I think that’s important,” Mr. Nicholas
said. “To have the voices of our people there.
Hopefully it does in fact convince our Holy
Father to say ‘Yeah, OK. I will come.’ The
thing is that the pope has to hear first hand
from those whose families were victimized
by what has happened.”

Mr. Nicholas also praises the bishops for

announcing a nationally co-ordinated suite of
regional fundraising efforts aimed at repara-
tions for the harm done at the Catholic-run
schools.
“It was evangelization gone terribly wrong,”
he said.

Out on the West Coast, Squamish elder Dea-
con Rennie Nahanee interpreted the apology
as an important message to non-Indigenous
Catholics.

“It speaks to Canadian Catholics that their
shepherd is telling the congregation that they
need to be part of the solution, to help their
Indigenous brothers and sisters,” he said.

Mr. Nahanee also interprets the apology as
an end to legal hair splitting over whether or
not there is a Catholic Church of Canada.

“The CCCB statement does not separate
the bishops from the entities that ran the resi-
dential schools, and this is a good thing,” he
said.

A new national awareness of the history of
colonization and the Church’s role in it is fuel
for Mr. Nahanee’s pastoral passion.

“This helps me in my role of bringing the
Squamish language into the mass and funer-
als as my contribution for healing and the
Church’s role in reconciliation, in returning

(continued on page 8)
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Love as unifying energy
Chelsea and Alan, Mark and Maureen are two couples who entered

the Sacrament of Matrimony in the last month. What an honour to be
able to celebrate with them! What a joy to see them together! They
are sacraments of God’s dream for all creation — that we be brought
together to share the life with which God has blessed us, signs of
God’s own life-giving love. In this light Father Richard Rohr has
remarked: Love… might be called the attraction of all things toward
all things…. When we are truly ‘in love,’ we move out of our small,
individual selves to unite with another, whether in companionship,
simple friendship, marriage, or any other trustful relationship, (Rich-
ard Rohr. The Universal Christ: New York, Convergent Books 2021).

It seems that God has poured out the energy of loving attraction
from the very outset of creation and that we are made to be with one
another by nature. In fact, it almost seems that gravity or attraction is
the template for all creation. Our scriptures celebrate this attraction at
the very outset of the story they tell in the first two chapters of the
Book of Genesis. In chapter 1, there is a poetic tale of the whole
creative act of God from the foundations of the earth to the advent of
humanity. Our world is all of one piece. Chapter 2 offers a story
focused on the human need for companionship. Humanity belongs
together in love. Whether regarding all of creation or humanity itself,
our scriptures assert a central theme — all of creation exists in attrac-
tion, an outreach and expression of God’s love.

In the central part of Mark’s Gospel the writer presents a series of
instructions Jesus gave to his disciples. One of the topics was mar-
riage and divorce. The Pharisees ask for his views in order to test
him. They are seeking a debate which Jesus avoids by offering a
teaching (Mark 10:2-12).

Rather than debating the details of the law in Deuteronomy, Jesus
goes back to the core of God’s plan for creation as shown in the
accounts of Genesis. He presents marriage as a great sign of the
loving relationship which is God’s dream for all humanity and for all
creation.

The Pharisees are focused on the issue of marriage and divorce,

but the separation and brokenness that
can be a part of relationships, are not
limited to marriage. It is much broader
and can be seen in the brokenness and separation that mark the whole
of human experience. Global divisions, war, violence, inequality, suf-
fering and injustice all reveal this tendency toward separation. The
dream is not yet complete for we are not a perfect world, nor an
unfailing humanity. But the call Jesus offers his disciples is to build
reign of God in all aspects of creation.

Last October, 2020, Pope Francis recognized this call to loving
relationships in his encyclical Fratelli tutti (Brothers and Sister All).
As he set out, he entitled his first chapter Dark Clouds Over a Closed
World. But at the end of this chapter and throughout the letter, he
offers a message of hope. Alluding to our experience of Covid-19, he
points out that God continues to sow abundant seeds of goodness in
our human family,” (54). The experience has alerted us to the fact
that our lives are interwoven.

Jesus reveals the healing and reconciling love that is God’s pres-
ence among us. He reveals it in all he says, but most especially in
what he does. This is the Gospel, the Good News for us. All our
relationships are sacred and necessary. They are in so many ways the
source of our hope.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Catholic Missions slowly bounced back
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Rewind the clocks to late July 2020. Five months into the COVID-
19 pandemic and Catholic Missions In Canada had already paid a
heavy toll.

The charitable organization, powered by a mission to “advance and
sustain the Catholic faith in remote and poor mission communities
across Canada,” experienced several major blows to its fundraising
efforts because of the public health restrictions enacted from coast to
coast.

These setbacks included the cancellation of its cornerstone late-
April Taste of Heaven Gala fundraiser in Toronto and an overall lack
of access to parishes nationwide throughout the year. Diocesan visits
are a highly important enterprise for Catholic Missions as it profits
from collections and benefits from in-person visibility.

These realities brought on by the pandemic forced cutbacks on
grants to Canada’s mission territories to ensure missionary suste-
nance funds remained robust.

Catholic Missions’ 2021 story is a remarkably rosier picture, how-
ever, says Father David Reilander, the organization’s president since
2016.

For one, the Taste of Heaven Gala returned, albeit in a predomi-
nantly virtual presentation. Highlights of the gala included a virtual
wine tasting, a salute to St. Joseph’s Award recipient Father Frank
Salmon, OMI, of Fort St. James, B.C., and the presentation of video
captured by Fr. Reilander at some of the many missionary locations
where Catholic Missions operates.

“We raised in the area of about $150,000, and that went above the
$80,000 to $100,000 we were anticipating,” said Fr. Reilander.

The gala’s success, coupled with other generous donations, has
made it possible for Catholic Missions to revive the grant disburse-
ment areas in 2022 that it had to stop due to COVID-19. These in-
clude repair and maintenance of mission churches, formation pro-
grams for lay leaders, religious education programs and education
support for seminarians.

In total, Fr. Reilander expects to disburse about $3.8 million in
grants over 2022.

“We are doing well,” said Fr. Reilander about the overall state of
Catholic Missions. “And we are doing well because we have received
(donations from) a number of estates. But, unfortunately, you receive
the estate because someone has died. The (estates) helped us get
through 2020.”

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Do we have guardian angels?
As a child, I was taught that I had a guardian angel, a real angel

given me by God to accompany me everywhere and protect me from
danger. I remember a pious holy card given to me by my mother,
showing a young boy playing dangerously close to the edge of a cliff
and an angel protecting him there. Most Roman Catholics of my
generation, I suspect, remember a pious prayer we prayed each day
asking for the guidance and protection of our guardian angel: Angel
of God, my guardian dear …

What’s to be said about guardian angels? Do such personified spir-
its really exist or are guardian angels simply creatures of our imagina-
tion created to be helpful in the religious development of children? Are
we meant to outgrow our belief in them?

Whether or not we are meant to outgrow that belief, the fact is that
today for the most part we have outgrown it. Most adults, within all
Christian denominations, either see the existence of guardian angels
as pious fantasy or are simply indifferent to the idea.

Are we still meant to believe in guardian angels? If yes, in what
exactly are we meant to believe? Are angels real personified beings or
simply another word for God’s presence in our lives?

Scripture scholars don’t give us a definitive answer but rather sug-
gest that the question can be answered either way. In scripture, the
word ‘angel’ might be referring to a real personified spirit or it might
be referring to a special presence of God in some situation. Church
tradition affirms more strongly that angels are real. Here angels have
a rich history and for the most part are taken to be real persons (albeit
spirits). Christian iconography and music abound with angels, and
the Roman Catholic Church has major feasts celebrating angels and
guardian angels. The Fourth Lateran Council (taking place in 1215,
long before the Protestant Reformation) stated that belief in guardian
angels is implicit in scripture. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
affirms that “from infancy to death human life is surrounded by their
[guardian angels’] watchful care and intercession. Beside each be-
liever stands an angel as protector and shepherd leading him to life.”

Where does that leave us? Divided. Conservative Christians gener-
ally assert the existence of angels as a dogmatic teaching. Angels are

real.  Liberal Christians tend to doubt that
or at least are agnostic about it. For them,
‘angel’ more likely refers to a special pres-
ence of God. For example, they take the
statement in the Gospels where the evangelist tells us that while Jesus
was praying “an angel came and strengthened him” to mean that
God’s grace came and strengthened him.

Who’s right? Perhaps it doesn’t matter since the reality is the same
in either case. God gives us revelation, guidance, protection, and
strength and does so in ways that are “angelic”, that are beyond our
normal conceptualizations.

Those who believe that angels are real have a strong case. Even if
we just look at the origins and dimensions of physical creation (what-
ever scientific version of this you subscribe to) mystery immediately
dwarfs our imaginative capacities. It is all too huge to grasp! We
know now that there are billions of universes (not just planets) and
we know now that our planet earth, and we on this planet, are the
tiniest of minute specks inside the unthinkable magnitude of God’s
creation. If this is true, and it is, then this is hardly the time to be
skeptical about the extent of God’s creation, believing that we, hu-
mans, are what is central and that there can be no personified realities
beyond our own flesh and blood. Such thinking is narrow, both from
the point of view of faith and from the perspective of science itself.

However, the agnosticism of those who doubt the existence of
angels is ultimately benign. When scripture tells us that the Angel
Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce her pregnancy and when it
tells us that after Jesus had exhausted himself with struggle in
Gethsemane, an angel came and strengthened him, it makes little dif-
ference whether this occurred via the modality of a personified spirit
or via some other modality of God’s presence. Either way, it was
real. Either way, it was a particularized, real entry of God into some-
one’s life.

So, do we have guardian angels? At birth or at baptism does God
assign a particular angel to journey with us throughout our lives, giv-
ing us invisible, heavenly guidance and protection?

Yes, we do have a guardian angel, irrespective of how we might
imagine or conceive of this. God is closer to us than we are to our-
selves and God’s solicitous love, guidance, and protection are with us
always. At the end of the day, it matters little whether this comes
through a particular personified spirit (who has a name in heaven) or
whether it comes simply through God’s loving omnipresence.

God’s presence is real — and we are never alone, without God’s
love, guidance, and protection.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Bayview Funeral Home

1461 Manawagonish Road, West Saint John, NB
506-634-74245      www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
It’s still not back to pre-pandemic levels though. Historically, Catholic

Missions’ annual disbursements would average around $4.5 million.
Fr. Reilander is delighted that the trajectory is tilting upwards at the

moment, but knows a number of unknowns persist.
“If we hadn’t received the estates, we would not be doing as well.

We would have continued with missionary sustenance only,” said Fr.
Reilander, who spoke to The Catholic Register upon return from a
two-week trip to Whitehorse, Yukon, and the Diocese of Victoria for
some in-person outreach.

While he and his colleagues will have to dance to the tune of the
ongoing fourth wave, Fr. Reilander looks to renew visits to parishes,
schools and council meetings of the Catholic Women’s League and
Knights of Columbus. Since Catholic Missions does have a national
purview, it can be flexible by prioritizing in-person outreach in the
jurisdictions with less stringent pandemic restrictions.

“It will be slow getting back to things,” admitted Fr. Reilander.
“Many of these in-person meetings are not happening yet and are not
being open to people coming in because of this fourth wave. When is
this wave going to end?”§

Catholic Missions
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Wired for God – bishop encourages Confirmation candidates to find their identity in Jesus
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of
Saint John, has been busy catching up with Confirmations that were
postponed last year due to the pandemic.

This past week 11 young people at Our Lady of Good Counsel
Parish and two young people at Immaculate Conception Parish, both
in the Saint John Region received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

The bishop spoke to the Confirmation candidates about the rel-
evance of the Church and a personal relationship with Jesus.

“The Church is still strong, and very much relevant,” he said. “The
Church is our mother. And like any good mother she feeds us through
prayer and the Sacraments; she teaches us through doctrines; she
guides us in the power of the Holy Spirit; and she shows us how to
live rightly, especially in the examples of the saints.”

Noting the difficulties that young people face today Bishop Riesbeck
said, “If it wasn’t for the Church, we would not know who Jesus is,
or that he provided us a way back to the Father. We need the Church,
we need God — especially today.”

He told candidates that the truest desires of their hearts find their
root in Jesus. “We are all searching for meaning,” the bishop said.
“The world tells us we need wealth, pleasure, power, honour, fame,
but none of these will satisfy our deepest desires. We have all been
wired for God and for infinite happiness. None of these finite goods
will satisfy.”

Bishop Riesbeck recalled the words of Father Bob Bedard, CC,
founder of the Companions of the Cross, “evangelization is opening

(continued on page 7)

SAINT JOHN — On Wednesday, September 29, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of The Diocese of Saint John conferred the
Sacrament of Confirmation on 11 candidates from Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Saint John. Front row (l to r) Nathan
Taylor, Leah Coakley, Sheikha Ballena, Anna Rogers, Sarabeth Rogers and Abbey Loeman. Back row (l to r) Aidan Roach,
Seth Goss, Logan Ekstrom, Bishop Riesbeck, Thomas Rogers and Lyra Hovey. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

SAINT JOHN —Two candidates received the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Saturday, October 2 at Immaculate Conception
Parish in Saint John. (L to r) Luke McIntyre, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John and Megan
Duplessie. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.October 8, 2021 Page 7

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN— On Tuesday, September 28, the Diocese of Saint
John began an 11-week formation series on Father Robert Bedard,
CC’s book, The Catholic Disciple.

This formation series is a joint venture of laypeople in both
Fredericton and Saint John.

Originally planned as a hybrid of in-person groups that would con-
nect with each other via Zoom, the entire series was moved to Zoom
at the last minute when the Province of New Brunswick re-entered a
state of emergency and mandatory order on September 24.

“The Catholic Disciple is a foundational series that inspires all who
desire to grow in faith and live as a true disciple of Christ. Fr. Bedard
presents the basic truths of the Catholic faith in a relatable, humor-
ous, and clear way. This Scripture-based series presents the Father,
Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Church, liturgy, prayer, sacraments, heal-
ing, wisdom, discipleship and ministry, providing essential tools to
live a life led and inspired by the Holy Spirit,”  says the YouTube site
for the series.

More than 50 people from around the diocese, as well as individu-
als from Halifax, joined for the first evening of the series, which
focused on God the Father.

Craig Briand of Fredericton served as MC for the series and shared
his own memories of living with Fr. Bedard during a year he spent in
seminary with the Companions of the Cross — the order founded by
Fr. Bedard.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, who was ordained a priest with the
Companions of the Cross on October 12, 1996, accompanied the
group and echoed Mr. Briand’s words, telling the group they were in
for a real treat. He recalled how Fr. Bedard began every day on his
knees in front of the Blessed Sacrament, which made a deep impres-
sion on the bishop during the time he lived with Fr. Bedard as a semi-
narian.

Participants appreciated Fr. Bedard’s engaging personality, his self-
deprecating humour, and his gift for teaching with clarity.

Following the talk, participants were divided into small groups and
invited to share about their own experiences of God the Father; how
they see their personal journey of faith; and what hesitations or fears

Diocese kicks off  new formation series on Zoom

Father Bob Bedard, CC speaks on the YouTube site for The
Catholic Disciple Forrmation Series.

they may have about letting God become more involved in their lives.
One woman said that while she was not sure about what to expect,

she came away hungry to hear more of Fr. Bedard’s message and
desire to learn more about the Companions of the Cross.

Over the remaining weeks participants will hear Fr. Bedard speak
about Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the Church, Liturgy, prayer, wisdom,
healing, discipleship, and the condition of the Church and the world.
They will consider such questions as: What does God want me to do?
Is healing possible? Does God speak to regular people? How do I
develop a life of prayer? What is the mission of the Church?

The Catholic Disciple is held on Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm via
Zoom and runs until December 14. It has been used for over 25 years
in parish renewal, prayer groups, lay and seminarian formation, con-
firmation, and RCIA [Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults]. An ac-
companying book is also available for purchase at the Diocesan Cen-
tre in Saint John, 506-653-6800 (1 Bayard Drive, M-F 9:30 am-2:30
pm) or at Our Lady of Fatima Gift Shop (olfatimagiftshop@gmail.com)
in Fredericton.

Those interested in participating in The Catholic Disciple Forma-
tion Series can email nmazerolle@dioceseofsaintjohn.org.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued from page 6)
people to real contact with the living God.”

He told the candidates that, “before discipleship comes an encoun-
ter with Jesus. We need to embrace our identity in Jesus and the Holy
Spirit, to live joyfully as missionary disciples.”

Saying that the greatest gift to give someone is to introduce them to
the person of Jesus, Bishop Riesbeck reminded the candidates that,
“our mission as members of the Church is to spread the joy of the
Gospel. Through Confirmation we become more perfectly united to
the Church, we are anointed.”

Bishop Riesbeck concluded by encouraging the candidates to share
what they’ve found in Jesus with the world. “We receive the Good
News, and we give it away!” he said. “Because good news is meant
to be shared.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Wired for God
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Pope says Vatican II shaped his theology, including in social teaching
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis said the Second Vatican Council
so shaped his theological and pastoral vision that perhaps he has not
been as explicit as he should have been in highlighting those ties,
especially when it comes to his contributions to Catholic social teach-
ing.

"In the history of Latin America in which I was immersed, first as
a young Jesuit student and then in the exercise of my ministry, we
breathed an ecclesial climate that enthusiastically absorbed and made
its own the theological, ecclesial and spiritual intuitions of the council
and inculturated and implemented them," he wrote in the preface to a
new book.

"The council became the horizon of our belief, our language and
our praxis, that is, it soon became our ecclesial and pastoral ecosys-
tem," he said. "Quite simply, the council had entered into our way of
being Christians and of being church, and throughout my life, my
intuitions, perceptions and spirituality were simply generated by the
suggestions of the doctrine of Vatican II."

Pope Francis' preface to Fraternity: Sign of the Times was released
September 28 by Vatican News. The book, to be released in Italian
September 30 by the Vatican publishing house, is written by Cardinal
Michael Czerny and Father Christian Barone, an Italian theologian.

The English translation, Siblings All, Sign of the Times: The Social
Teaching of Pope Francis, will be published by Orbis Books in 2022.

The book presents a theological reading of the pope's encyclical,
"Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity and Social Friendship," but also on his
social teaching as a whole, emphasizing its continuity with papal so-
cial teaching and, especially, the vision of the Second Vatican Council
of the Catholic Church in dialogue with and ministering to the world.

Pope Francis said that now, more than 50 years after the council
concluded its work, "it is necessary to make more explicit the key con-
cepts of Vatican Council II, the foundations of its arguments, its theologi-
cal and pastoral horizon, the arguments and the method it used."

The council affirmed the vision of "a church that is open, in dia-
logue with the world," he said. And that dialogue has made clear that
there is a need "for a church that places herself at the service of
humanity, taking care of creation and proclaiming and realizing a new
universal fraternity, in which human relationships are healed of self-
ishness and violence and are founded on mutual love, acceptance and
solidarity."

At the same time, Pope Francis cautioned that the Christian message
can never be reduced to a social program nor can it be so separated from
real life that it focuses only on the spiritual and the hereafter.

"The heart of the Gospel is the proclamation of the kingdom of
God, which is the person of Jesus — Emmanuel and God with us,"
the pope wrote. "In him, in fact, God definitively manifests his plan of
love for humanity, establishing his lordship over creatures and insert-
ing into human history the seed of divine life, which transforms it
from within."

The kingdom of God, he said, "is a living, dynamic reality that
invites us to conversion and asks our faith to come out of the static
nature of an individual religiosity or one reduced to legalism, to be
instead a restless and continuous search for the Lord and his word,
which every day calls us to collaborate in God's work in the different
situations of life and society."

While the kingdom of God will be fully established only at the end

of time, Jesus already began building it and he continues to do so,
asking each Christian to be part of the effort, the pope said. "Each of
us can contribute to bringing about the work of God's kingdom in the
world, opening up spaces of salvation and liberation, sowing hope,
challenging the deadly logic of selfishness with evangelical fraternity,
committing ourselves to tenderness and solidarity in favour of our
neighbours, especially the poorest."§

(continued from page 3)
our language which was taken away from my people.”

Anishnaabe pipe carrier, drum carrier, eagle staff carrier and eagle
whistle carrier Deacon Michael Robinson is personally unmoved by
the bishops’ statement, but hopeful for what comes next.

“The apology feels sterile and insincere,” Mr. Robinson wrote in an
e-mail from Thunder Bay. “However, as it spreads in the media plat-
forms, I see people appreciate this document.”

Mr. Robinson sees the national CCCB apology as striding toward a
papal apology on Canadian soil.

“This is a very necessary step. There has to be some common
ground for healing to start,” he said. “The pope as a leader needs to
take the lead and be the servant we know him to be.”

The online campaigners behind Catholics for Truth and Reconcili-
ation (catholics4tr.com) acknowledge the progress the bishops have
made from arguing there is no national Church to finally issuing an
apology.

“We should have met this obligation years ago. We have failed,”
said Catholics for Truth and Reconciliation spokesperson Leah Perrault.
“We need every effort — lay and diocesan and national and otherwise
— to be made to call us forward. We are late in our response and late
is better than later or never, but it should not have taken graves or
external pressure to do the right thing.”

“It’s a great start,” said fellow Catholics for Truth and Reconcilia-
tion organizer Erin Kinsella. “Even though it took a long time, this is
precedent setting in terms of the CCCB. I want to be encouraging the
movement forward.”

For retired North Bay, ON, judge George Valin, the CCCB state-
ment is not the end of his four-year quest to have the bishops do their
part in fulfilling Call to Action #58. Mr. Valin recognizes that the CCCB
apology represents progress, but he has reservations.

“If they wanted to show their good faith in this whole process,
they could have passed a motion, a resolution, inviting the pope to
visit Canada.”§

Sets stage for papal apology
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'Nest mentality' in church leads to judgment, exclusion, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Christians must be on guard and avoid the tempta-
tion of thinking themselves better than others, an attitude that risks turning
the church into a place of "separation and not communion," Pope Francis
said.

"Let us ask for the grace to overcome the temptation to judge and to
categorize," the pope told pilgrims gathered in St. Peter's Square in late
September during his Sunday Angelus address.

"And may God preserve us from the 'nest' mentality, that of jealously
guarding ourselves in the small group of those who consider themselves
good: the priest with his loyal followers, the pastoral workers closed in
among themselves so that no one can infiltrate, the movements and asso-
ciations in their own particular charism, and so on," he said.

Before praying the Angelus prayer, the pope reflected on the Sunday
Gospel reading in which the apostle John complained to Jesus about some-
one who drove out demons in Jesus' name but was not among his follow-
ers.

"Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a mighty deed in
my name who can at the same time speak ill of me," Jesus said.

The disciples, the pope explained, "would like to hinder a good deed
simply because it is performed by someone who did not belong to their
group" because they believed they had "the exclusive right over Jesus" and
that they were "the only ones authorized to work for the kingdom of
God."

However, by falling into the temptation of "being closed," they end up
thinking they are privileged and consider others as outsiders to the point of
"becoming hostile toward them."

"Every moment of being closed tends to keep us at a distance from
those who do not think like we do, and this -- as we know -- is the root of
so many evils in history: of the absolutism that has often generated dicta-
torships and so much violence toward those who are different," he said.

The church, he added, is not immune to that temptation, because the
devil "insinuates suspicions to di-
vide and exclude people."

"We, too, sometimes, instead of
being humble and open commu-
nities, can give the impression of
being at the 'top of the class' and
keeping others at a distance; in-
stead of trying to walk with eve-
ryone, we can show off our 'be-
liever's license,'" he said.

"'I am a believer; I am Catholic;
I belong to this or that associa-
tion; and the others, poor things,
do not.' This is a sin. Showing off
one's 'believer's license' to judge
and exclude," the pope said.

Pope Francis said the Holy
Spirit wants openness in the
church so that "there is a place
for everyone."

Jesus also warns that instead
of "judging everything and every-
one," Christians should instead
look to "be careful of ourselves"

and that "if something in you causes you to sin, cut it off," the pope said.
"Jesus is radical in this, demanding, but for our own good, like a good

doctor. Every cut, every pruning is so that we can grow better and bear
fruit in love," he said.§

Three Swiss Guards quit over vaccine mandate
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Three members of the Pontifical Swiss Guard have
hung up their halberds rather than be vaccinated against COVID-19.

Lieutenant Urs Breitenmoser, the spokesman, told Tribune de Genève
that the three who left did so voluntarily.

Mandatory vaccination for those serving in the military, he said, is "a
measure in line with those adopted by other armed corps around the world."

While the Vatican has not made vaccination obligatory for all employees,
beginning October 1 anyone — employees and tourists alike — who wanted
to enter Vatican territory was required to show either proof of vaccination,
of recovery from COVID-19 or a negative COVID-19 test taken within
the previous 48 hours.

Without one of the three, employees are not allowed to work and will not
be paid unless they have a note from a physician explaining why they could
not be vaccinated.

The Pontifical Swiss Guard all of whom are Swiss, Catholic and previ-
ously served in the Swiss army. They are responsible for guarding all
entrances into Vatican City State as well as keeping watch over the pope
and his residence in the Domus Sanctae Marthae. They also provide secu-
rity and ceremonial services during liturgical events and the visits of heads
of state and other dignitaries to the Vatican.

A dozen members of the corps tested positive for COVID-19 in Octo-
ber 2020. Because of their daily interaction with the pope, elderly cardinals
and the general public, members of the Swiss Guard were among the first
people in the Vatican to be offered the vaccine in January, when the Vatican
began offering it to employees.§
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Pope encourages young people to create a new economy
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — With a sense of re-
sponsibility, commitment and concern for the
environment and for the poor, people who
are young adults today may be the last gen-
eration able to ensure a healthy future for all
the Earth's inhabitants, Pope Francis said.

"Today our mother Earth is groaning and
warning us that we are approaching danger-
ous thresholds," Pope Francis said in a video
message October 2 to young adults meeting
in Assisi, Italy, and connected online as part
of the Economy of Francesco project.

"You are perhaps the last generation that
can save us; I am not exaggerating," the pope
told them.

The young economists, entrepreneurs,
scholars and scientists have been working
online in international groups with older ex-
perts for more than 18 months, studying ag-
riculture and employment, peace and ecol-
ogy, finance and development in the search
for ways to make the economy better for more
people and for the environment.

Urging the young people to draw on their

"creativity and resilience," Pope Francis prayed
that they would use their gifts and knowl-
edge "to right the wrongs of the past and di-
rect us toward a new economy that is more
inclusive, sustainable and supportive."

The importance of the young people's work
is more obvious than ever, he said.

"The COVID-19 pandemic has not only re-
vealed to us the profound inequalities that
infect our societies: it has amplified them,"
he said. "Since the appearance of a virus
from the animal world, our communities
have suffered a great increase in unemploy-
ment, poverty, inequality, hunger and ex-
clusion from necessary health care."

"Over the past two years, we have been
confronted with all our failures in caring
for our common home and family," he said,
a past and present where too little attention
and energy is devoted to cooperation, soli-
darity and to the relationship between hu-
man beings and the rest of nature.

"The sick economy that kills stems from
the assumption that we are owners of crea-
tion, able to exploit it for our own interests
and growth," the pope said.

But the pandemic "reminds us that we

have been called to care for the goods that
creation gives to all; it reminds us of our
duty to work and distribute these goods in
such a way that no one is excluded," he
said. "Finally, it also reminds us that, im-
mersed in a common sea, we must embrace
the need for a new fraternity."

"This is a favourable time to feel anew
that we need one another, that we have a
responsibility toward one another and to-
ward the world," Pope Francis said.

Living in kinship with one another and
caring for the earth, he said, means learn-
ing "fairer ways to sell and distribute goods
and more responsible behaviour when we
consume."

"With our gaze fixed on Jesus, we will find
the inspiration to design a new world and the
courage to walk together toward a better fu-
ture," he said, putting kinship at the centre of
the economy.

Pope Francis urged the young people to be
courageous: "Do not be discouraged: Let
yourselves be guided by the love of the Gos-
pel, which is the spring of all change and
which urges us to enter into the wounds of
history and rise again." §

(continued from page 2)
Cree children in Alberta forty years ago. As
she shared many fond memories of the chil-
dren, her deep love and personal connection
to them was evident. “I just loved these chil-
dren,” she said.

She explained that as Indigenous children,
the conditions they lived in at home were of-
ten shocking. “I began a unit on dental care,
and it became evident that most of the chil-
dren were not brushing their teeth at home.
So, I bought toothbrushes and toothpaste for
them to brush their teeth when they came to
school.”

Ms. Bolton said that in the harsh cold
Alberta winters many children would arrive
without proper winter clothes. She would hear
stories of the suffering these children had seen
in their homes, but as the history of residen-
tial schools was not known at that time, Ms.
Bolton said that her reaction to the trauma
was, “one of self-righteous resistance and
judgment. I knew nothing of residential
schools or inter-generational trauma.”

Noting that many of the parents, aunts and
uncles of those children went to residential
schools. Ms. Bolton said, “I wish so much
that I had known back then what I know

Local schools and parishes mark national day
try, our province, our city and our school who
need hope, who need Trust in Jesus and who
are in need of reconciliation. Then, students
from each class were chosen to plant a tulip
bulb (orange and yellow) as a sign of hope
and a new springtime in each of us!”

Ms. Perley’s presentation can be viewed
on St. Mary Magdalene Parish’s YouTube
Channel at https://www.youtube.com/. (En-
ter St. Mary Magadelene Parish, Frederciton
for the parish’s YouTube channel.)

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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now. I would have understood why these
parents found it hard to be parents — I would
have reached out. I didn’t know why they
were filled with such hopelessness, such
rage.”

Ms. Bolton went on to say that “as Chris-
tians, as Catholics, we have a moral respon-
sibility to learn and share what we have learned
with others.”

As the tragic events of the residential school
system continue to come to light, educators
around the province are taking the opportu-
nity to ensure that today’s students can learn
from the past and make a better way for the
future.

Students and staff of Divine Mercy Catho-
lic School (DMCS) in Saint John marked the
day with a period of solemn reflection and
prayer for reconciliation.

“At DMCS, we wondered what we could
do to mark this day of remembrance,” Judy
Burnham, principal said. “Speakers and vid-
eos weren’t what we were looking for… but
the words Truth, Hope and Reconciliation are
definitely what we are about! So, we gath-
ered out in the yard at school — all 111 stu-
dents and 8 staff — to ponder these words
and to pray for those in our world, our coun-
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OBITUARIES

HOGAN, ELIZABETH ANN (Betty) — It is with appreciation for a
life well lived that the family of Elizabth Ann (Betty) Hogan announces
her passing, which occurred at the Saint John Regional Hospital on
August 26, 2021. Born on January 21, 1936 in Saint John, she was a
graduate of St. Vincent’s High School and of St. Francis Xavier Uni-
versity. Betty was pre-deceased by her parents, Patrick Joseph and
Mary Elizabeth (McCarthy) Hogan. She is survived by her siblings
Connie Rankin (Burlington, ON), Dr. John T. Hogan (Saint John) and
Dr. Mary Patricia Hogan (Saint John), several cousins, nieces and
nephews.

She rest at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
Saint John. A private family internment will take place at a later date at
St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

REID, GORDON ALFRED — It is with great sadness that the fam-
ily of Gordon A. Reid announces his passing which occurred on
Friday, September 3, 2021, at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born
November 4, 1959, in Montreal, Quebec, he was a son of the late
Gordon and Stephanie (Dawson) Reid. Gordon is survived by his
loving wife, Brenda (DeBow); his daughters, Caissie (Piyush) and
Emilie; brother, Mark; sisters, Sheila, Kathleen (Sid) and Heather; half-
brothers, Paul, Marti, and Kevin; half-sister, Tracy; as well as several
nieces, nephews, and cousins. In addition to his parents, Gordon was
predeceased by his infant brother, Haven and nephew, Jamie.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial took place  in Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X Church),
Saint John. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

DOYLE, JOAN MARIE — With profound sadness, the family of
Joan Marie Doyle (nee McMurray) announces her death at Loch Lo-
mond Village on September 05, 2021. Joan was born in Saint John,
NB in 1934 to the late Lydia (Llewellyn) and Joseph McMurray. She
was predeceased by her loving husband of sixty-one years, Thomas
Edward Doyle and brothers Frank, Brian and Michael. She is sur-

vived by her son, Thomas (Nancy Case); daughters Kim (Chris
Warburton), Karen (Douglas Webster) and Susan (Darren Holt) as
well as her brother Arthur McMurray (Mary), sisters Pat Rowan and
Susan McMurray (Bob Carr). Joan will be much missed by grand-
children Jamee Doyle (Ian Zanchetta), Jillian Gignac, Jena Doyle (Rob
Purdy), Jeremy Doyle, Sophie Holt and great-grandson Rory
Zanchetta.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. The funeral Liturgy was celebrated from
Brenan’s Chapel. Interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

WOODRUFF, MARY COLLETTA — May 9, 1924 - September 6,
2021 – On Monday, September 6, 2021 Mary Colletta (Collings)
Woodruff peacefully passed away in Quispamsis, NB, at the age of
97. Colletta is predeceased by her parents James T. and Beatrice A.
(Doherty) Collings, her loving husband of 47 years, William E. “Bill”
Woodruff (1997), her sister Theresa Stevens, her sisters-in-law: Audrey
Collings, Margaret “Peggy” Duffley and Joan Grant, and her broth-
ers-in-law; John E. “Jack” Stevens, Peter McNulty, Bernard Duffley
and Harry Grant. Colletta will be lovingly remembered by her daugh-
ters: Maria Arsenault of Saint John, NB, Terry (Steven) Tuck of
Kelowna, BC, and Joan (Kevin) Lowney of Rothesay, NB, her brother
J. Leo Collings of Hampton, NB, her sister Gertrude McNulty of
Belleville, ON, her grandchildren: Jessica (Cameron) Smith of
Kamloops, BC, Jeremiah (Mieke) Lowney of Quispamsis, Joshua
(Jill) Lowney of Long Reach, Jonathan Arsenault of Saint John, Brianna
(Darryl) Lowney of Rothesay, and Kaylee (Ryan) Lowney of
Chamcook, her great-grandchildren: Kaden and Veronica, Gabriella,
Connor and Henry, Rose and June; her godchildren; Mary Ann Harding,
Peter Ryan, Louise McCarville, Judith Kennedy, and Daniel Duffley,
as well as several nieces, nephews, and cousins.

She rested at Kennebecasis Funeral Home, Quispamsis. A Mass of
Christian Burial took place from Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church,
Rothesay followed by interment in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

ARSENEAU, PETER JOSEPH — It is with broken hearts that the
family of “Peter” Joseph Arseneau announces his sudden passing at
the Saint John Regional Hospital on Tuesday, September 7th with his
loving wife Colleen at his side. Born December 8th, 1945, in Saint
John, Peter was the only son of the late Jerome (Jerry) and Mary
(Babineau) Arseneau. In addition to his wife of 47 years, Colleen
(Johnston), Peter is survived by sisters, Joan Marks (Doug) and
Theresa MacAllister (Gary); mother-in-law, Joan Johnston, affec-
tionately known as “Mrs.”; brother-in-law, J. Michael Owens (Marilee)
and sisters-in-law, Johanna Nadeau, Sandy Crawford (Scott) and Sheri
Ingersoll.  Peter was a special Uncle and will be missed by Rose-
Anne, Michael F., Jed, Heather, Kathleen, Sarah, Ryan, Lindsay and
Mary Beth. Peter will also be missed by Brady and Savannah Burns
who knew him as “Papa Peter”.  Peter was a kind and gentle man and
will be missed by many others including his aunt, uncles, great-nieces
and nephews, cousins and many great friends.

As well as Peter's parents, he was predeceased by his sister-in-law,
Joanne (Johnston) Owens; brothers-in-law, Ray and Fred Johnston;
niece, Jessica Johnston and nephews, Cody and Brett Johnston.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.  A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was celebrated from Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X
Church), Saint John, with interment immediately following in St.
Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§
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SAINT JOHN – Sisters Monica Plante (left) and Mary Beth McCurdy offered drumming
as part of prayer and awareness at St. Vincent Residence September 30 on the first
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate
Conception (SCIC) lived and ministered among Indigenous people in both Canada
and Peru. For almost 16 years, one Sister has also lived among Inuvialuit people in
the high western Canadian Arctic. Sr. McCurdy, SCIC congregational leader,
encouraged Sisters to continue to learn about and respond to the truth and
reconciliation process.  (SCIC photo) 

Showtime for Our Lady of the Cape
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

On October 7, the Marian Devotional Move-
ment (MDM) unveiled the feature-length docu-
mentary Bridge of Roses: The Story of Our
Lady of the Cape at a world debut screening
at the Basilica of Notre-Dame-du-Cap in Tr-
ois-Rivières, Que., starting at 8 pm ET. Si-
multaneously, global streaming access for the
film become available at bridge-
ofrosesfilm.com.

Dennis Girard, MDM co-director alongside
his wife Angelina, is delighted Canadians and
a global audience will soon become more
knowledgeable about how intercession to the
Our Lady of the Cape Shrine of Mary, Mother
of God manifested awe-inspiring miracles and
increased devotion to the rosary.

“They’ll discover through the film that Mary
truly is a bridge to knowing her Son. We be-
lieve that intercession to Our Lady has truly
led (writer and director Kevin Dunn) to weav-
ing a Marian masterpiece,” said Mr. Girard.

At a more personal level, the imminent re-
lease of Bridge of Roses is deeply satisfying
for Mr. Girard and his wife as, he says, “it
helps us on screen share what has been reso-
nant in our hearts for years.”

Mr. Dunn, a three-time Gemini award-
nominated Catholic filmmaker, crafted a pro-
duction that marries expert interviews with
immersive on-site re-creations of the super-
natural acts attributed to Our Lady of the Cape.
A centrepiece attraction of the 70-minute pic-
ture is the depiction of The Miracle of the Ice
Bridge of 1879.

Parishioners sought to build a new church,
but an uncommonly mild winter derailed their
plans to transport the construction materials
over the frozen St. Lawrence River. Parish
vicar Father Louis-Eugene Duguay — por-
trayed by CBC Radio-Canada host Vincent
Dureault — urged his congregation to pray
the rosary. Miraculously, pieces of ice
emerged from down the river to create a
bridge, which allowed building materials to
cross from the mainland.

Creating a cinematic interpretation of this
miracle was a production highlight for Mr.
Dunn. Another surreal moment was filming
in the shrine itself.

“Filming in the shrine at the Cape was the
highlight for me,” said Mr. Dunn. “We had to
ask the Oblates if we could actually take the
crown off of the miraculous statue because
the miracles occurred before she was
crowned in 1904. The Oblates were so kind

in allowing us to very, very carefully remove
the crown. We got to see the statue the way
it originally was.”

Mr. Dunn agrees with Mr. Girard’s con-
viction that Mary guided him throughout this
three-year journey that had its share of ob-
stacles, including financial, and of course the
pandemic. He said he felt a particular push
from the Mother of God around Mother’s
Day last year.

“She tapped me on the shoulder and I felt
like she was saying, ‘just move ahead —
trust.’ Ever since that moment when I put it
in her hands, everything began to come to-
gether. The crowd fundraising (paid divi-
dends), sponsors came forward and a cast
assembled. And when I thought it would be
impossible to get inside the shrine during a
lockdown in Quebec, the Oblates came
through and got us two days to film in this
place, which is just a little piece of Heaven on
Earth.”

Our Lady of the Cape is the second most
popular Marian shrine in North America as it
attracts 430,000 visitors a year (pre-pan-
demic). While the destination is a popular tour-
ist attraction, Mr. Girard and Mr. Dunn both
believe more awareness needs to be gener-
ated about Our Lady of the Cape’s signifi-
cance.

Helping that cause is the expert contribu-
tors featured in the film, including Father Law-
rence Lew, the promoter general of the Holy
Rosary, Father Donald Calloway, a vicar pro-
vincial for the Marians of the Immaculate Con-
ception, and Father Roger Vandenakker, gen-
eral superior for the Companions of the Cross.

The premiere of the film on October 7 co-
incided with the 450th anniversary of Our
Lady of the Rosary. The MDM is the owner
of Bridge of Roses: The Story of Our Lady of
the Cape.

For information see the website
moviemissionaries.org.§

Bishop Scott McCaig of the Military
Ordinariate of Canada acting as
Franciscan Friar Father Frédéric
Janssoone, who witnessed the miracle of
the Our Lady of the Cape statue open its
eyes. (Photo courtesy Marian Devotional
Movement)


